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Honorable 
Mention 
Received 

by Sylvia Reich 

Senior Ann Maria Contarino won 
honorable mention in an essay 
contest sponsored by Phi Alpha 
Theta, an historical honor society, at 
Framingham State on January tenth. 

Her essay, "The Nazi Holocaust- 
its Implications for Contemporary 
Society" was chosen from among 512 
high school applicants. 

Ann also attended the all day 
history convention held at Framing- 
ham State. She attended a seminar of 
the Nazi Holocaust and the awards 
assembly. 

Ann first heard about the contest 
from Mr. Carl Stasio who was helpful 
in obtaining most of her sources. She 
spent two months researching the 
twelve page paper. 

When asked if history was her 
intended college major, she replied 
that she hopes to become a research 
chemist and "keep a strong back- 
ground in English and social stud- 
ies." 

Editor's Note; 

In order for "The Ranger Spirit" to 
continue next year we need under- 
classmen staff members. So please 
join now! 



Dave Kazanjian 
'A long way to go' 



by Mark Pen nisi 

Dave Kazanjian, captain of the 
cross country team, is one of the best 
long distance runners to come out of 
this area. "For Dave, running is a 
way of life." said Coach Roger 
Fuller. "He has the dedication that 
goes beyond what most high school 
kids think dedication is. He's pro- 
bably the best I've ever seen at 
Methuen." 

Why does Dave run? "I run 
basically to get away from the 
excuses of other sports. The umps 
made a bad call and cost us the 
game, the refs blew the game for us, 
that's garbage. In running, there's 
no refs to blow the game, no umps to 
make bad calls. When it's time for 
your race, if you've been working 
hard, you don't need excuses." said 
Dave. 

"Running takes a lot of 
determination, dedication and 
desire." said Dave. "Self discipline 
is an important aspect needed in 
running. When you're running, you 
can think about anything you want. 
For me. it's a feeling of getting away 
from everything." continued Dave. 
"It's just you. your body, and your 
mind. You've got to put it together." 



Senior Play Opens 
March 15 



by Arthur Hagoppian 

When the Christmas vacation 
ended, the long, hard hours of 
rehearsals began for the Senior Class 
Play. This year's play is entitled 
"May The Farce Be With You" and 
is a spoof on the comic-book and 
movie super-heroes such as Batman. 
Superman, and Isis. Playing the roles 
of super-heroes are Dave Jaworski, 
Kevin lair. Rosie Regan. Dani 
latulippe. Ken Wilman. Mary Jo 



McCarthy. Scott Consoli, Lisa Dole, 
and Bob Cavaretta. Bob Sergi is a 
nerd. 

Mrs. Hovanasian's decision on 
such a play is not surprising looking 
at the huge success of mov ies such as 
"Star Wars" and "Superman." The 
special effect techniques used in 
these movies are not just confined to 
films. The directors of the play- 
intend to use some of these special 
continued on page three] 



Practices for Dave are strenuous 
and very important to his running. 
When in full training for cross 
country, Dave runs anywhere from 
8-15 miles a day, seven days a week, 
and with some double sessions of 
morning and afternoon runs. 




ST 

The agony of victory 

Dave has a tantasiic list of records 
and achievements which would im- 
press anyone. At Methuen, he holds 
the cross country course record and 9 
other Methuen school records over- 
all. This year, he is captain of the 
undefeated cross country team. He 
won nine out of ten dual meets, with 
5course records, and finished second 
in the state divisional. In the last 
two years, he has won 17 out of 19 
dual meets with 8 incredible course 
record performances. 

National races have also been 
common to Dave. Last year he 
finished second in the Region 1 Jr. 
Olympics in New York which quali- 
fied him for the Nationals in 
Washington, where he finished 11th. 
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(cont. From p.l) 

He also ran in the National AAU 
Meet in Indiana and finished 2nd. 
This summer, he competed in the 
Region 1 Jr. Olympics in Track and 
Field with a 2nd place finish in 
Portland, Maine which qulaified him 
for the Nationals in Lincoln, Nebras- 
ka. Just recently, he ran in the 
Region 1 Jr. Olympics in New Jersey. 
His 4th place finish there qualified 
him for the Nationals in Kansas 
where he finished in a suberb 12th 
place out of 151 runners throughout 
the country. 

What about Dave's season over 
all? "I can't complain," said Dave. 
"I was very happy with my season, 
except for the states. I was very 
disappointed with my performance 
and ran nowhere near my capability. 
I've worked too hard in the past 4 
years for that." The following week 
Dave ran in New Jersey. "I had 
something to prove to my coach and 
especially to myself," explained 
Dave. "I was determined to prove to 
come back and run to my ability," 
and that's just what he did. He 
finished 4th out of a field of 115 
runners to qualify for the Nationals in 
Kansas. 

"The Nationals in Kansas had to 
be one of my best races," said Dave. 
"It was a super performance," said 
Coach Fuller, "maybe one of the top 
performances in his career. His time 
was 21 seconds faster than we had 
planned." Dave ran 14:29.9 over the 
3 mile snow covered course with the 
temperature around nineteen de- 
grees with the wind chill. "It was a 
hilly course, and that's what Hike," 
said Dave. "The cold really didn't 
really bother me, I felt sorry for the 
kids from Florida," he said with a 
smile. "We were shooting for the top 
50, so I was really happy. The 
experience of meeting people from 
all over the country is an experience 
in itself; believe me!", said Dave. 

Since getting back from Kansas in 
December, Dave has won the State 
Coaches Meet at Harvard over a 
strong field with a winning time of 
4:25.2 breaking Methuen's mile 
school record. "It really felt good to 
win that one at Harvard," said Dave, 
"it was a class field, there were 4 
Globe All-Scholastics in the race; the 
same guys that blew me out of the 
states. I really felt strong, and I was 
really happy with my performance." 

Then Dave was invited to run at 
LSU (Louisianna State University) in 
a High School Invitational 2 mile. He 
was flown down, all expenses paid 
(by LSU) to run with 5 other invited 
runners from Alabama, Texas, Penn- 
sylvania and Louisiana State Champ 
along with 5 other runners from 
Louisiana to make it an 11 man filed. 




Dave Kazan jian 

Dave finished 2nd with a time of 
9:35,3 to break another Methuen 
school record - this time in the 2 mile. 
But this trip wasn't as easy as a few 
of his others. "I was on my own," 
said Dave. "I usually travel with my 
coaches, Mr. Fuller or Mr. Klimas, 
but I went by myself and ran into a 
few problems at Atlanta Airport. I 
flew into Atlanta an hour late 
because we couldn't land because of 
traffic on the ground. I knew I was 
going to miss my connecting flight in 
New Orleans. I panicked, but there 
wasn't anyone there to calm me 
down; so I just had to relax. I 
rescheduled a flight to Baton 
Rouge." 

After all the trouble at the airport, 
Dave finally got there. "I remember 
the coach telling me the kid from 
Pennsylvania, Bob Petrini was flying 
in, so I finally found him, and things 
worked out. We flew into Baton 
Rouge together." Dave said that the 
trip was "another great experience 
for me. Everyone there was super 
friendly. I stayed with Matt Dixon, a 
runner at LSU, and his family." As 
for Dave's race, "I have to say I was 
a bit tired, I'm not used to flying to a 
meet the day before the race; I 
usually go 2 or 3 days in advance, so I 
was tired. I basically ran a strategical 
race, the winner, Louisiana State 
Champ, went out flying; and every- 
one went with him, but I knew the 
pace was fast. I was pretty excited 
because it was a big crowd, about 
4,000 people; but I knew that the 
field would come back, and they did. 
I went through the mile at 4:45 and 
just started picking them up one by 
one finishing second, so it all paid 
off." 



A lot of thought has been put into 
Dave's future and what will happen 
to his running. "I've run in a few 
National meets, and I've seen what 
real competition is like," continued 
Dave who has run against the best in 
the country 4 times (Washington, 
Indiana, Nebraska, and Kansas). 
"I've really learned how far I have 
come. I've got a long, long way to 
go," said Dave who is perhaps one of 
the top runners in New England. 
"Most people don't realize, but I 
know where I stand. I'm far from the 
word 'good' in my opinion. I know 
what good is, I've seen it, and I've 
got a long way to go." 

Does Dave feel coaching has 
helped him to get where he is? 
"Coaching." said Dave seriously, 
"As for Mr. Fuller and Mr. Klimas, 
you don't find better; they're always 
there when you need them whether 
for running or any other problem. 
They go above and beyond the word 
'coach.' " 

Dave also added, "I think Methuen 
overall is super. It really feels good 
inside when teachers and the kids 
show their concern for you; it really 
helps. I really think the people here 
are great." 

For Dave, who has been contacted 
by over 42 coaches throughout the 
country, college is one of the things 
on his mind. "College, good ques- 
tion," said Dave. "I've been working 
very closely with my guidance 
counselor, Miss Demers, who has 
helped me out a great deal. I also 
owe a lot to Mrs. King who has done 
continued on page 7 

Students Win 



Contest 



Two Methuen students, Jim Fones 
and Mark Gilbert participated in an 
essay contest not too long ago and 
finished first and secong respective- 
ly. The subjest of their essays was 
"Why I Care About America," and 
the essay contest was run by the 
Verterans' of Foreign Wars Organi- 
zation. 

Mark and Jim were urged to enter 
the contest by Mr. Dave Whiting and 
Mrs. Shirley Hovansian. Given out to 
Jim and Mark for their efforts were 
two savings bond of $100 and $50. 

One thing which struck both Mark 
and Jim was the amount of work that 
was necessary to put into their five 
minute speeches and the amount of 
time needed to put into them Jim was 
especially aware of this as it took 
approximately two hours to record 
his speech at the WCCM station with 
Ixw Marcel. Both Mark and Jim did 
great jobs and arc to be congratu- 
lated lor their efforts. 
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SENIOR CLASS PLAY 



CLUB NOTES 

NatkmaI 
Honor SocicTy 

What exactly takes place in the 
Honor Society regarding various 
functions and activities? Dianne 
Moore, President of the Honor 
Society, disclosed some facts concen- 
ing different fund-raising activities 
and the purposes of certain function. 

In the past year, Honor Society 
members have sold candy and have 
sponsored a dance in order to raise 
funds for the scholarships which will 
be issued to deserving senior mem- 
bers at the 1979 graduation. 

The society raised $800 frim the 
dance it sponsored this fall, and 
Dianne says that the money will also 
be used for the various needs for 
induction. 

Honor Society members are also 
involved in a tutoring program which 
is designed to benefit those who 
encounter difficulties in academic 
areas. At this point, there are five 
persons who are participating in this 
program. If anyone would like to be 
tutored or knows of anyone needing 
tutoring, please contact Dianne 
Moore, or advisors Mr. Francis or 
Mr. More. 

Presently, there are a couple of 
projects in the planning stages to 
benefit Easter Seals. There are no 
fund raisers in progress, but the 
Honor Society is selling candy bars to 
benefit the scholarship foundation. 



by Jill Molloy 

The Student Advisory Council or 
the S.A.C. is a link between the 
students and the Scool committee. I 
recently interviewed Mark Pennisi 
who is on the S.A.C. and asked him a 
few questions about it. 

He says that he is the chairman of 
the S.A.C. which means he goes to 
the School Committee with the 
complaints of the students. 

The Student Senate has to vote on 
people in the Senate to go on S.A.C. 
Mark became chiarman by being 
voted into the S.A.C. 

I asked Mark what we as students 
could do to help. Mark said "The 
S.A.C. can work if students bring 
their compliants to the senate and I 
can bring them to the School Board." 

The S.A.C. meets twice a month 
with the Methuen School Board. I 
asked if it was scary, and he said, 
"Yes, it was at first, but then you get 
used to it." 

Mark as a student likes track and 
would like to go into anything having 
to do with politics. 



[continued from page one] 




Mark Pennisi 



effects and "props" in the play. 
Prop, set and costume work has 
already begun. This is the earliest 
ever that this type of preparation for 
the play has begun. To quote from an 
inside source, "Not since Disney's 
'Fantasia' has this much gone into as 
production. 

This year's play does promise to be 
one of the best ever. "The Ranger 
Spirit" had the oportunity to sit in on 
a rehearsal and from what was seen, 
the talent is there. This year's 
seniors have been praised as "a very 
good group to work with." Assisting 
Mrs. Hovanasian in directing the 
play is Bruce Hiscock, a former math 
teacher at Methuen High who is 
now a disc jockey. In his spare time, 
Bruce can usually be found back 
stage building the set for the play 
which was designed by Jimmy 
Driscoll. This is the first year that 
students have built the set. In other 
years, it has been done by a private 
company outside the school. 

This is also the first year that the 
costumes have been done completely 
by the students. The costumes have 
already been designed, and Mrs. 
Rancourt in home economics is 
helping to put the costumes together. 
So, if you liked the bar room scene in 
"Star Wars," you'll love the char- 
acters of this year's play especially 
Laura DiFrancisco and Bob Sergi as 
Yuck and Nerd. The play will premier 
on Thursday, March 15. 

Anyone wishing to sponsor the 
Senior Class Play, "May the Farce 
Be With YOu", can see Mr. Tahan or 
any cast member. 

For $l.oo (sponsor) or $2.00 
(patron) you can have your name and 
personal message printed in the 
program. The money will go to the 
play and Senior Class fund. So get in 
touch with a member of the cast and 
be a sponsor or patron 



STAFF 




Student Advisory Council 
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Recently, a number of last year's 
graduates returned to Methuen High 
with their observations on how well 
our school has equipped them for 
college life. The discussion ranged 
from the open concept system - 
whether its affects are detrimental or 
beneficial - to foreign languages. 

Students observed that Methuen 
teachers are too easy; they "spoon 
feed pupils. Many suggested mat 
courses should require more term 
papers and independent work. 

The students said that in college 
notes aren't written on the black- 
board and teachers don't stop their 
lectures for students to catch up. 
Professors talk for the entire class - 
nonstop. 

Another Facet in college classrooms 
is the deadline for assignments. 
College teachers don't postpone the 
due date of an assignment. If it's not 
received on the proper day, no credit 
is given for it. 

Methods to remedy these 
situations, some of which have 
already begun, would ultimately 
change the concept of what high 
school is there for. After all, high 
school isn't college and should not be 
treated as such. We feel that college 
students' suggestions for improve- 
ments are worthwhile as long as they 
are treated with a degree of 
conservatism. Making high school 
tougher academically isn't fulfilling 
the goal of high school. Students in 
high school aren't eighteen; many 
are fourteen and younger. Making 
high school as hard as college would 
unjustly deprive them of high school 
benefits such as participation in 
sports, clubs, and other extra-curri- 
cular activities. Every Methuen 
student has a diversity of activities to 
occupy himself- making academics 



A major issue that has been raised 
on Beacon Hill this month is the 
drinking age. If you remember, last 
summer a similar bill was put before 
the legislature; but it was vetoed by 
the governor. This year it won't be as 
simple as that. The new governor has 
supported the 21 year old drinking 
age throughout his campaign. 

The bill before the house now calls 
for an immediate hike in the legal 
drinking age to 19 and within six 
months for it to go up to 21. Those 
who favor the higher drinking age 
say that it will reduce the number of 
potential alcoholics by eliminating 
the supply of liquor from those who 
are too young to handle it. The 
people who argue in favor of keeping 
the legal age as it is support their 
views by saying that the majority of 
those under 21 are responsible 
adults and shouls not be punished for 



more difficult could hinder him 
emotionally as well as hinder mental 
development in areas outside of 
academics. 

Adjustments in Methuen's 
academic program have already 
begun. Honors programs (level four 
courses) are being limited to a 
specific number which in a way is 
good because before there were 
students taking four level courses 
who only did so because there 
wasn't any three level course of- 
fered. 

Another difficulty that the college 
students raised was that there wasn't 
enough conversation in the foreign 
language classes. It's true that 
grammar and written composition 
are stressed to the point of boredom, 
but it was also pointed out that if all 
the language classes conversed 
during class a walk through the 
South East side of Methuen High 
would sound like an argument in the 
United Nations. 

It was also pointed out to us that the 
open concept system was beneficial 
to students who will later enter 
college because the noise level helps 
one to learn to concentrate in a 
difficult situation. Later on, one must 
learn to contend with the noise level 
in a lecture halll where the student 
teacher ration could be as much as 
200:1. 

Methuen High has as many 
problems as other schools and only 
through the constructive opinions of 
those who attend and did attend the 
school will show the administration 
how these situations can be rectified. 
Even now, if one sees something that 
could be improved one should 
suggest an alternative method as 
these students did. Changes might 
not be made while we still attend 
Methuen High, but they may some- 
day occur. 

the actions of a few. They also feel 
that, if at age 18 people are 
considered adults, the drinking situ- 
ation should be no different. 

It is obvious that a change in the 
drinking age will be made, however 
it becomes increasingly doubtful that 
it will rise to 21. Those who are in 
favor of the present age say that they 
will do everything that they can to 
keep it as close to 18 as they can. 
Immediate alternatives to 18 and 21 
are 19 and 20, but which ones? Those 
in favor of a higher age will lean 
towards 20 while the others will fight 
for the 19 limit. Package store sales 
are the main problem in the opinion 
of those who want to see the age 
raised. It is difficult to argue with 
this point. The major problem is 
teenagers under 18 getting liquor 
from older friends. Even teenagers 
who are of age sometimes abuse 



MANIA 



by J.Scott De Monaco 

I had the opportunity to go to see 
Be atle mania in Boston recently, and 
I was expecting only a clever 
imitation of a great group. What I did 
see was a play of sorts, a revival and 
historical overview of the decade. 

In this unique sound and sight show 
of the '60's, a group of young 
musicians is, in an apparent mimick 
of the late, great Beatles, an exciting 
and thought provoking experience. 

The show, through music and 
visual affects, covers the 1960's 
through a musical viewpoint. The 
Beatles music is distinctly indicative 
of the mood of those particular years. 
The early '60's are viewed through 
early '60's Beatles music and so on 
until their breakup in the early '70's. 

The 1960's were perhaps 
America's, single most turbluent 
decade. Campus revolts and race 
riots were common, and the Ameri- 
can youth fought a resistance for 
what they believed in formerly 
unparralled in our nation's history. 

Beatlemania very effectively 
encapsulates this rocky era. The 
trends of today's youth are much 
more geared toward less altruistic 
ends, and, being a product of this 
money-era, I suppose I am to some 
degree prejudiced against a way of 
life which I could never understand 
at the time. But, through Beatle- 
mania, I feel as though I really was a 
part of it all and can now more 
readily identify with what the kids 
were trying to do back then. 

Beatlemania is a well done show 
and definitely worth seeing. Whether 
or not you were a part of the Beatle 
generation, it is an exciting experi- 
ence. 



six-packs and "driving around " A 
solution to the problem is to raise the 
package store sales age to 20 or 21 
while keeping restaurant and night- 
club sales at the present minimum. 
This solution does seem to be fair at 
the least. 

With Governor King in office, it is 
evident that a change will force our 
ypung people across the borders to 
the north, south and west. With this 
in mind, plans are being made for a 
New England Conference on the 
subject for a uniform age throughout 
the area. A distant hope is that the 
conference will take place, and the 
other law makers will be more liberal 
towards the subject than the Massa- 
chusetts counterparts. In the mean 
time, I suggest you stock up. 

Arthur Hagoppian 



February, 1979 



?H1 14Ntl» %P»I? 



Obli 



ivion 



When I first read the note for me to 
go to the special meeting, I was a bit 
skeptical. The group had never 
agreed with my ideas; though they 
always went along with me, I felt 
because they had no other ideas at 
the time, and for another reason 
which I didn't wholly understand. As 
of late, they seemed to avoid contact 
with me, as exemplified by their 
sending the note to me through my 
locker. 

Normally they avoid memos or 
letters, or any kind of written 
communication, sending messages 
by word of mouth. Now some even 
refused to speak to me. I tried to 
dismiss the notions that were going 
around in my head, but a certain gut 
feeling kept nagging at me. I reread 
the note over and over, trying to find 
a hidden meaning in the words. 
Suddenly I felt a hand tap my 
shoulder, and my heart jumped to my 
throat. I crumpled the letter and 
turned around to see who touched 
me. It was the person who had the 
locker next to mine, who motioned 
for me to move over. I did so, and at 
the same time shoved the note into 
my back pocket, closed my locker, 
and walked away. Some nerves of 
steel, I thought to myself. Don't let 
that note get the best of your senses. 
I came upon a friend of mine walking 
in the same direction, and we started 
talking. For the moment, at least, I 
put the words of the note into the 
back of my mind. 

I arrived at the meeting on time, 
and as I walked in, everyone was in 
their places, silent and very grave. I 
was somewhat surprised as usually 
either someone was late or they just 
engaged in small talk. I walked over 
to my chair and sat down. 

As I assembled my papers and 
looked through them, I noticed that 
all eyes were on me, but as I looked 
up they all turned away. 

Occasionally I got a glimpse of their 
eyes, and I saw the nervous fright in 
them. Once again I looked up, and 
this time two remained staring at me. 
Then, slowly, they all turned to face 
me. The first two looked above me, 
smiled, and nodded. I was about to 
turn around in my chair to see what 
was behind me, but I was held fast, 
the high back prevented me from 
turning my head to see, but now I 
had no need. Something hit me from 
above, and I fell into a deep 
unconscious level. 

When I awoke, I felt like I was 
being hoisted up into a standing 
position. While somebody held me 
up, I felt a rope being placed around 
my neck. I tried to struggle, but my 
hands and feet were tied. The rope 
was tightened around my throat, and 
I opened my eyes and scanned the 
surroundings. 



Goodbye My Love 



by Kathy Jones 

I had flown almost the whole night 
to get here. I had left the confusion of 
my city apartment without looking 
back. No, left is not the correct word, 
fled is a more accurate choice. Now, 
here I was at my favorite place, the 
place I have always come to when my 
heart and soul were troubled or hurt. 
I hadn't even realized when I 
boarded the plane that I was headed 
here. It had been an automatic reflex 
action, and I had purchased my ticket 
in a robot fashion. The deep recesses 
of my mind pushed my body through 
the motions without my conscious 
mind's assistance. 

It was four o'clock in the morning, 
and the beach was totally deserted. 
It was my beach, a secluded little 
cove where there was only me, God, 
and nature. I looked out over the 
ocean. It was calm and tranquil out in 
its depths, but it seemed angry near 
the shore as the waves curled and 
slammed into the beach. It almost 
seemed to be objecting to meeting its 
boundary. It seemed to be trying to 
pusn by the intruding land. How I 
love the ocean! Its serene coolness 
coupled with its angry majesty 
created an unbelievable beauty. 

I felt a sudden chill and stinging on 
the flesh of my arms and face as a 
sudden gust of wind lifted swirls of 
sand into the air. I was now painfully 
aware that I had neglected to even 
grab a jacket as I fled from the city. A 
cool mist of salty water soon soothed 
-ny tingling skin. I removed my shoes 
and I let my feet sink into the damp 
sand which shone like diamonds in 
the morning sunlight. I began to walk 
slowly at the water's edge playing 
tag with the rising tide. Stopping for 
a moment, I picked up a piece of 
driftwood. It looked somewhat like a 
giant antler and I let my fingers 
wander over the smooth surface 
which had to be polished to a sjjky 
perfection by the wind, sea, and 
time. I continued walking, and as I 
did I looked back at my footprints. 
Almost as fast as I made the 
imprints, the hungry ocean quickly 
licked the sand erasing all traces of 
my presence. I began to wonder if 
this would be typical of my life as 
soon as I die? 
Weariness began to overcome me, 

There I saw them, all of the people 
in my group. They were all morose, 
save a couple Of them wearing 
smiles. The person holding me up 
released me, and I was standing on a 
stool. I looked up to the sky pleading 
to God for a miracle. It never came. 
The stool was pulled from beneath 
me, and I fell into oblivion. 



and I lay down on the beach which 
was now warmed by the sun. I closed 
my eyes and let my mind wander 
back over the events of the previous 
day. Remembering brought back all 
of the pain and warm, involuntary 
tears flooded my eyes and streamed 
down my face. Why had he hurt me 
so? I thought he loved me as I loved 
him. I remembered how carefully I 
had set the table for our special 
intimate dinner. I had cooked all of 
his favorite dishes and dressed in his 
favorite dress, which I was still 
wearing. Then I had place the gold 
monogrammed cuff links on the 
center of his plate. Everything was so 
perfect until the shrill ring of the 
telephone broke into my thoughts. 
His voice sounded strangely cool. 
Then I heard those cutting words, 
"I'm not going tonight or any other 
night. It's been swell, but now I want 
to be free. I'll see you around." Then 
there was only the steady hum of the 
dial tone. I ran and ran and did not 
become totally aware until the plane 
was in midflight. I know he had told 
me that he didn't want to be tied 
down, but things had been so perfect 
for such a long time that I was sure 
he had forgotten those words. He did 
love me! I know he did! How could he 
hurt me so! I felt as though my heart 
was breaking and my head explod- 
ing. 

I sat up quickly and a feeling of 
total tranquility came over me. I got 
up and walked toward my beloved 
ocean. It seemed to be calling me, 
offering sympathy and understand- 
ing. I felt the water swirl around my 
knees, my waist, my neck. It's strong 
arms were enfolding me. Then came 
blessed relief and darkness. "Good- 
bye my love." 



Letter to the editor 

Dedication to write up an interview 
with people, hours on end after 
school and at home go into the 
publishing of "The Ranger Spirit." 
It's not always easy to find interest- 
ing information that the students will 
react to. Once it is found, one must 
proceed to go through all the steps 
that are tied into the end product: a 
good strong story that will sell. 

Whether it is concerned with 
sports, academics or personal a- 
chievements, if you are a staff 
member, you must take the initiative 
that is necessary to produce ideas 
and articles that will catch the 
reader's eye. The students at Methu- 
en High School would like to thank 
the members of "The Ranger Spirit" 
staff for doing such a fine job this 
year Mark Gilbert and 

Jim Fones 
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MORE SNOW, PLEASE! 



by Diane Brooks 

So far, the boys' and girls' ski 
teams have had a very limited season 
because of snow, but they did win the 
only race that the weather has 
permitted them. That race was 
against the Lawrence Voke and was 
held at the Bradford Ski Area on 
January 16th. Both teams did very 
well as the girls' team had a shutout 
and the boys' team had four out of 
top five finishers. There are three 
more races scheduled for February, 
along with the three which have been 
postponed thus far; but, unless there 
is a drastic change in the weather 
pattern, it looks as though there 
won't be any more races this year. 

Anew ski coach was hired this year 
by the school committee to replace 
Mr. DOnald Smith. The new coach is 
Mr. Ken LaRose who is a certified ski 
instructor and a member of the 
National Ski Patrol. Mr. LaRose has 
taught at the Merrimack Valley Ski 
Area for the past two years and was 
on the ski team at the Lawrence 
Voke. 

Mr. LaRose said that he hoped to 
have a participating team this year 
but hasn't had much of a chance to 
test the team. Since Mr. LaRose 
became coach, the team has received 
new equipment and a possible day 
ski trip to the White Mountains. 
Some of the new equipment which 
the team received this year is their 
own set of slalom poles (they had to 
borrow a set of poles from the 
Merrimack Ski Area last year), stop 
watches to time the races, and a few 



files to sharpen the edges of their 
skis with. Mr. LaRose also said that 
he is going to include a request for 
some hats to signify that the racers 
are members of the Methuen High 
School Ski Team in next year's 
budget. 

If there is any more snow this 
season, the teams should do well in 
their other races, and the teams have 
been strengthened this year by a few 
freshmen who have raced for three 
years in the Buddy Werner League at 
Merrimack Valley and are now in 
their fourth year of racing. These 
additions are Stephanie Manatakas 
who came in first against the Voke ! 
Laureen Kinsella, who came in third 
behind Pam DeFillippo; Valerie 
UeHlhppo, who came in fourth; and 
Debbie Brooks, who was injured and 
couldn't race that day. Other addi- 
tions on the boys' team are Michael 
Oerardi, who came in second; and 
Kyle Danahy, who joined after the 
first race. 

Along with these additions, 
several of last years' top members 
are members of this year's team 
Captain Lynne Reitano did well in 
that first race along with Rich 
(Captain) Kostandin, who had a first; 
Jeff Hamel, who came in third; and 
Scott Viewhig, who finished fourth 

Since they have such a strong team 
this year, everyone is ready to get 
back onto the ski slopes and is hoping 
to have a major storm which would 
allow them to have at least one or two 
more races this winter. 
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MAR. 20 

APR. 24 
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MAY 24 
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Dark Alleys HOROSCOPE 



by Steve Castle 

Dark alley and abandoned garage 
talk of having just fair teams to 
compliment our powerhouses is 
over. There is no more ioreign joking 
of the enemy schools over those 
teams we were not to talk of. 

The easiest way for the enemies to 
break down the Methuen School 
System is through one word - 
football. Unfortunately, schools are 
traditionally judges by their football 
teams. Apparently, Andover still has 
a good school system though their 
hockey team lacks just one thing - 
goals scored. Methuen, though, has 
been judges in the recent past as 
inferior to schools such as Andover, 
Wilmington, and Chelmsford. 

This year the enemies aren't 
penetrating as deep, or at all, for the 
football team has earned respect. 
The boys' basketball squad, another 
of Methuen's traditional flops, has 
not only earned respect but has 
earned a running record. 

The hockey team, an MVC 
"mediocre" has had no considerable 
success for it is only in its fifth year. 
Under the direction of Coach Palm, 
the team is better than ever. 

As for our successes, all track 
teams remain the potential powers 
along with the baseball team. More 
championships have been won that a 
school like Lawrence and Dracut 
combined three years or so. MVC 
Championships have been won in 
cross-country, soccer, field hockey, 
winter track, and girls' basketball. 
High rankings are in volleyball, 
gymnastics, basketball, and hockey. 
Thus far, the only teams to have 
losing records are in football (but 
with an improvement) and wrestling. 

Championships are being predicted 
in baseball and spring track. Hopeful 
champions are in tennis and golf. 
Let's not forget the swimming 
teams who have done well for their 
first year. 

So there will no longer be 
unrecorded talk in alleys and gar-" 
ages. There will no longer be the 
assaults of enemies armed with 
names of the teams we would rather 
not discuss. 



Aries (March 21 - April 19):For once 
you will put $.50 in a vending 
machine, press for a $.30 item, get 
the itemyou pressed for, and get the 
right change. 

Taurus (April 20 - May 20): Your 
word is law unless you try and tell 
someone to do something. 

Gemini (May 21 - June 20): You have 
hidden virtues and talents. Unfortu- 
nately, they are hidden too deep. 

Cancer (June 21 - July 22): You will 
soon encounter a being with far more 
intelligence than yourself, which 
shouldn't be too hard to find. 

Leo (July 23 - Aug. 22): Your health 
is your fortune which doesn't add up 
to much. 

Virgo (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22): You will 
meet many friends who will borrow 
many of your dollars and not see you 
for many months. 

Libra (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22): You will 
have the shock of your life by seeing 
your first "A" on your next report 
card. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21): You will 
suffer a great headache trying to get 
the cotton out of an aspirin bottle for 
someone else. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21): Being 
too pushy in other peoples' business 
could result in the loss of teeth. 

Capricron (Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) Your 
romantic life is at its peak, so you 
might as well hang it up right now. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18): Your 
earnings will increase once you start 
counting your change at the school 
store. 

Pisces (Feb. 19 - March 20): You will 
use your wise brain and big mouth 
for a fast suspension. 



continued from page 2 

a lot for me too. As for college, I've 
always wanted to go west, but 1 don't 
know. I'm just waiting to see how 
things go." 

When asked if there was anyone he 
looked up to in running, Dave said, 
"It's the guys that don't win that I 
respect most. The guy that doesn't 
have a great amount of running 
ability but is out there seven days a 
week giving 120 per cent just like 
anyone else. I admire them because 
of their desire and determination." 



Kazoo 



Finally, Dave has a few comments 
about his running. "Nothing has 
come easy the past four years, but I 
guess nothing does. Dedication and 
sacrifice are the two important things 
that I've needed." He thinks that it is 
important to set high goals, aim for 
them, and never quit. "Hard work is 
a necessity, and dedication speaks 
for itself." With a smile, Dave 
concluded, "The pain is high in 
price, but it all pays off in the 'long 
run.' " 



GIRLS' AND 

BOYS' 
TRACK TEAM 



by Mark Pennisi 

The Methuen Girls' Track Team is 
having a very good season this 
winter, with their record of six wins 
and one loss. The girls are in second 
place in the North Shore League 
behind Billerica. Pacing the girls this 
year are Donna Kendall, 1000; 
Cheryl Grasso, high jump; Dawna 
Carbonneau, 2 mile; Cathy Dicubel- 
is, 50 yard dash; and Maureen 
Halloran, 300 yard dash. All of these 
girls have broken the school record 
for their events. Donna Kendall has 
been outstanding this season, going 
undefeated with her best time at 
2:41. Cheryl Grasso jumped 5' 4" to 
place second at the Coaches Invita- 
tional at Harvard. 

Also showing their best efforts this 
year are Monique Wheeler, Faith 
Kenyon, shotput; Cathy Castles, 
hurdles; Alice Pennisi, 600; Bobbie 
Baker, mile; Kim Fowler, 1000; and 
Lesley Austin, hurdles and high 
jump. The one lap relay team of 
Halloran, Austin, Castles and Dicu- 
belis has also set a new school and 
league record this year. 

The boys' indoor track team 
finished a perfect season at 9-0 on 
Monday, January 29 by defeating 
Dracut and winning the Merrimack 
Valley Conference title. Winners for 
Methuen were Mike Carney, 50; 
Kevin Deschane, 2 mile; George 
Baker, shotput; John Ness, 300; 
Mark Gilbert, 600; Bob Dennis, 1000; 
Ed Oleferowitz, mile; and the relay 
team of Frank Lemieux, Bob Dennis, 
Kasper Maksian, and Steve Parolisi. 

The highlight of Coach Larry 
Klimas' season was a crushing 
defeat of Andover High School, 
which led the team to the top. 

New records have been set by Dave 
Kazanjian, mile and 2 mile; Gerry 
Wells, high jump and hurdles; and 
Kevin Tarr, 60 yard dash. Frank 
Lemieux has broken the freshman 
record in the 1000, mile and 2 mile. 

Other Dutstanding performers for 
the season have been John Walsh, 
shotput; Pete O'Dowd and Joe 
Mulligan, 1000; Steve Ventre and 
Chuck Hillard, 600; Rick Pepin and 
Tim Haley, mile; Mike Deschane, 2 
mile; Joe Murach and Wayne 
Holden, high jump; and Dave 
Deneau, hurdles. 
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GYMNASTICS Boys 



Girls Should Take 
MVC Title 



b> Susan Grondine 

Recently, we interviewed Chris 
Bergeron on the girls' gymnastic 
team. The following is the content of 
the interview: 




0- Chris, how do you compare this 

year's team to past years? 

A. This will be our best vear. Our 

team has a lot of depth and potential 

talent wise. WeVe gained manv 

experienced underclassmen to build 

the team for future seasons. 

0- There have been some rule 

changes. Can you explain them ? 



A. There has been a drastic change in 
scoring. Now. instead of scoring from 
a 10.00, they judge from a ^.2 
(meaning the scores are lowered 
0.8). Also, this year si\ girls per team 
will go up on each piece (only five 
last year) and the top four scores will 
count (top three last year). So, the 
team scores are up. 

Q. On this year's team, who are the 
girls that show the most potential to 
qualify for the Individual State Meet 
besides yourself? 

A. Everyone has improved and 
everyone has a chance. Carla Patta- 
vina. Pam Farley. Sheila Macdonald. 
Cindy Denegan and Brenda Conta- 
rinn are hopefuls. 

0- I'm sure the team will do 
excellentlv this season, what do vou 
think? 

A. Hopefully, we will qualify for the 
district meet and place in the top five 
(out of twelve teams). As for the 
league, we should be able to take the 
MVC title for the third year in a row . 
Q. How do you sec the team in the 
future? 

A. We will be losing five seniors 

(compared to last year when we 

didn't lose any). The vounger girls 

are really good and shouldn't have 

any problems in w inning. 

0- Are there any other changes this 

year? 

A. Yes. this year there will be a 
league meet, this ; s where the top 
two girls on each piece of equipment 
(per team) compete in a special meet 
attended by the teams in the 
Merrimack Valley League. 



Stand 5-3 

h> Chris Donigian 

I he Ranger Boys' Gymnastic team, 
coached bv Mr. l ianas Molcsso, has 
worked its way to a current standing 
of 5 1 in the Merrimack Valley The 
lea m consists of approximately 25 
boys who devote three to four hours 
each day to rigorous workout. Coach 
Molcsso says that as far as special 
discipline he hopes that gymnastics 
is all that the boys will do during 
training . 

According to Mr. Molcsso, the 
team is a very young team consisting 
of a lot of beginners. There is some 
competition amongst the team, but 
the coach w ould like to eventually see 
more. This can also be attributed to 
the youth of the team. The Rangers' 
strongest event this season is 
vaulting where their weakness lies in 
the high bar event. 

Senior members of the team are 
Earl Feugil, Tony Franciosa, Donny 
Brandon, and Jim Amore. Mr. 
Molesso added that all four are 
outstanding team members. Nicki 
Dupris shows a great deal of promise 
as a freshman excelling this year. 
Junior Tony Masucci displays the 
potential to become state vaulting 
champ for the season. 

We would like to congratulate the 
boys on a great job so far in the 
season. Good Luck, Rangers for 
continued success in the states and 
league meet February 16th. 



HOCKEY TEAM'S STRONG- 



by Lisa Burgess and Kathy Korzeb 

With ten wins three losses and one 
tie, the Methuen Rangers Varsity 
Hockey team appears stronger now 
than it ever has been in past years. 
Out of the seven remaining games, 
the team needs only four more wins 
to enter into the state tourney. 

The team is held together by five 
outstanding senior boys, Ed Nutter, 
Buddy Haney, Mike Ford, Gre? 
Morin, and Jon Morin. Coach Palm 
says "The team as a whole is very 
competitive." He finds the future 



Iooks bright as they draw closer and 
closer to the state tourney. 

The latest game played by the boys 
helped to prove the strengh of the 
Rangers' team, as they edged out 
Wilmington with a score of 4-3. The 
Rangers took the lead during the first 
period and refused to surrender it 
throughout the entire game. 

If the Varsity Hockey Team 
continues in this powerful fashion, 
the Rangers will be assured a place 
in the state tournament. 





